December 19^9 



Dear Hal, 

Paul was just tore a few minutes age and I turned ever to 
kia: tke enclosed memoranda ©f corrections 1 noted in tke COUP 
ck apt ere on tke James Earl Ray/Kiag affaire I read tke ms tkis 
past week ^nd new Paul is taking it over to Jim Sckmitt for ki® 
study® 

A word er twe about tke ©nclesed corrections ©f COUP* 

Tkey are okiefly comments en typo errors but occasionally 1- may 
add seme comment about adding to a sentence to give it rn©i?e 
meaning for your readers* In several instances* tke carbon copy 
X. studied was s© poor X couldn* t make out wk&t was typedo Like 
Paul I would presume tkat wken you went ©ver sometking tke ©riginal 
copy would kave tke corrected version** IN cases wkere I doubted 
tkis to be tke case I would make a notation* Wkerever . you see a 
line tkreugk a word ©r words suok as* tko-ro — ^ tkis indicates 
tkat it skould be eliminated completely for eitker a mistake 
kas been made in repeating a word or you kad slipped up in your 
typing* 

Paul gave me tke me*© on tke letter by a "Pedro Ckarles'* 
dated from Havana wkick I skall turn ever to Bernardo as you ad- 
vised* My first impressions were to doubt t&e letter cenplebely 
but even if tke sender was a real person it looks as if it is 
just one mere* chestnut tossed in t© tke fire to frame Oswald, 
eitker tkreufek a CIA-inspired effort or a Cuban exile deed* As 
Paul pointed out, it does seem unusual tkat "Pedro would sign 
kis name as "Peter" rarely used by Latins even wken friendly* 1*11 
ask Bernardo if tkis is tke case* Tke fact tkat tke Secret Service 
tke FBI seems to kave made muck of tkis letter may kave signif- 
icance, ©f course, but kere we’d be speculating* 

I’m just now going tkrougk Reading tke "Garrison Case'* by 
Milton E. Brener. One little tking I noted tkat jolted me was tke 
mention ©n page 196 ©f on© Howard Rice K n igkt from California* It 
says tkat ke was called down to New Orleans for 4 days all expenses 
paid* I could kave saved tke N.O. office money in tkis instance. I 
interviewed kirn (if you’re interested I can ckeck tkreugk my notes), 
tkeugkt so little of wkat ke kad to say and promptly forgot about it. 
Tkis kad to be before ke went down to N.O. for at tkat time ke kad 
not talked witk Garrison. Wko persuaded tke staff to kave kim down,. 

I don't know but if I kad been contacted about kia I would kave told 
tkem to better spend tke money elsewkere. Tkis ckaracter claimed 
Ruby gave kim money and tried to tie in kimself witk events leading 
to tke assassination, unwittingly, tkat is. 

Nell, I do want to get tkis in to tke mail tonigkt* Ok, and 
about tke Oswald in N.O. ms: Sorry, tout I'Ve been so pressed for. 
time lately I didn't get around to sending it to you. I'll send it 
vory, very soon. 

Regards to you and your wife, in tke meantime. 

Best,; 

S4v~£- 

Hal Verb 



PjSo. -- Same further comments on COUP I meant to mention but forgot 
to until new. 

I tkink your work brilliant and tkat it definitely establishe 
that oonsideratiens of a conspiracy were, in effect, ruled euto 
Certainly Foreman’s role was in no sense of tke word tkat efl a 
"defender" as tke law would require. His ethics in handling tke 
case skould interest, tke more socially conscious and mi aware 
lawyers around. As a matter of fact tkis part of COUP would pro- 
bably do very well at Law sckool bookstores. 

IL was not at all surprised at tke reaction of black leaders 
tp your work. IM fact, X would kave predicted it. 

Huie’s uncritical acceptance of parts of Hay’s alleged esca- 
pades could kave been gone into more but X'ra not pressing you on 
tkis. By tke way, kave you seen tke latest "Pentkeuse" articlo by 
Peter Dawmay? 

r tkink your best chapters are 13 & 14, particularly 13. I'd 
like to see them appear in quality magazines by themselves with, 
of course, all rights to it being protected and no one using it 
for their own. 

I thought you might be able to retitle cartain chapters. 

For example. Chapter one could be retitled, "Next to Cotton. . .James 
Earl Hay." (From a quotation you cited in tke chapter). Another 
chapter I'd retitle would be chapter 17. I tkink it skould be re- 
titled as, "...More Tkan a Whiff of Conspiracy" ( this is from a 
quotation of TIME which you cite on page 459) » 

Good luck, anyway' 




Hal 



